Cimetidine inhibits burn edema formation.
Large doses of cimetidine significantly inhibit edema formation in thermally injured rat skeletal muscle. Tissue sodium influx and potassium efflux is also sharply restricted. These effects were obtained even if the administration of cimetidine was delayed for up to 4 hours after injury, but no beneficial effect occurred if drug administration was delayed for 14 hours, when most of the edema had already accumulated. The minimal effective dose is between 0.1 to 0.2 mg/gm.